
How will You face  
Eternity? 

“Get that picture out of here now!” 
“People hated it!” 

This was the emphatic and totally unexpected 
reaction from a nursing home resident that I 
was visiting.  He and other residents had loved 
the many other pictures that I had drawn and 
placed on his wall during my frequent visits. 

What was wrong with this picture?  What 
could have caused this overwhelmingly 
negative reaction? 
 
T h e 
c o m p l e t e 
p i c t u r e 
w a s t h e 
black and 
white line 
d r a w i n g 
s h o w n 
here.   
 

I had intended that the 
Cross would be the most 
dominant feature, but that 
was not what the residents 
saw.  They had focused on 
only one facet of the 
picture. They saw the 

popular culture’s 
image of the Grim Reaper 
staring at them – like death 
itself! 

A f t e r all, most people in 
a nursing home are 
t h e r e for failing health or 

for end of life care.  In fact, the average 
nursing home stay is about two years and the 
majority of people don’t return home.  This 
fact must have been regularly reinforced to the 
residents who all too often saw their friends 
die and pass into eternity.  So to them, this 
picture presented a very stark reality, which 
was way too close for comfort. 

 
The New Testament is quite 
clear on the reality of death.  
It says:  “Man is destined to 
die once, and after that to face 
judgment” (Hebrews 9:27a 
NIV). 

The nursing home residents 
were right – this thought can be scary as Hell - 
Oops - but isn’t that just the point?  It isn’t just 
that you might miss out on the greatest party 
of all time with God in Heaven, but there is 
the other side, the fear of Hell removed from 
God and his love.  That is why the picture of 
the Grim Reaper, aroused such fear for those 
who saw it and knew that the end of their life 
was near. 

Do you understand the picture?  No, not just 
the Grim Reaper, but do you also understand 
the Cross.  The Cross that 
overshadows the Grim 
Reaper, the Cross that 
envelopes the man in the 
picture in love, the Cross of 
Christ that is the key to 
stepping into eternity rather 
than stumbling into it - do 
you fully understand? 

The concept of the Grim 
Reaper grips us because our conscience 
accuses us of our failings before God.  Our 
pangs of conscience are further confirmed by 
an examination of how we measure up to 
God’s standard: The Ten Commandments.   

Let’s examine a few of the Commandments: 

You shall have no other gods. – Have you 
always put God 1st in your life?  Yea right. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 
your God. – Have you ever cursed?  Who me? 

Honor your father and your mother. – Have 
you ever disobeyed?  Ask your sibling. 

The results of this quick check show us our 
failure before God and lead to the question: 

How does God grade us?   

God doesn’t grade us on the 
curve, or with a balance 
scale weighing good vs. bad.  
God grades us with a strict 
percentage. The only passing 
grade is 100%.  

The Scripture says: “All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” And furthermore, “The wages of sin is 
death.”   (Romans 3:23 & 6:23a   NIV). 

Simply put, we have no 
hope for eternity in heaven 
based on our own merits.  
We need a Savior.  Yet, 
there is hope as Romans 
6:23 says: “The wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  NIV.   
Jesus is that Savior. 

The gift of God is described 
in Jesus’ words when He met a friend, Martha.  
Martha’s brother, Lazarus, had died four days 
earlier, and she was grief stricken. 

"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 

I had intended 
that the Cross 
would be the 

most dominant 
feature.

But, they saw 
…the Grim 

Reaper 
staring at 

them – like 
death itself! 

How does 
God grade 

us?  …  The 
only passing 

grade is 
100%.

The Cross of 
Christ … is 
the key to 

stepping into 
eternity 

rather than 
stumbling 

into it.

“Man is 
destined to 
die once, 
and after 

that to face 
judgment”

We have no 
hope for 

eternity in 
heaven 

based on our 
own merits.  
We need a 
Savior … 

Jesus



But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask."  

Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise 
again."  

Martha answered, "I know he will rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day."  
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?"  

"Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world."   (John 11:21-27 NIV)  
Later at the grave site, “Jesus called in a loud 
voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with 
strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.   
Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes 
and let him go."   John 11:43-44   NIV 

Jesus not 
only 
promised 
life, He 
raised 
Lazarus 
showing 
His power 
over death. 

Jesus is the one who holds eternity in his 
hands.  Through his suffering and death on the 
cross for our sins and his resurrection from the 
dead, He has defeated death.  God placed all 
our sins on Jesus on the cross, and we are 
forgiven.  Therefore, He is able to offer us 
eternal life.  Amazingly, this gift is free and 

comes to us through faith – by 
simply believing and trusting in 
Him as our Savior.   

How about you? How will you 
face eternity, with Jesus or 
without Him? Will you die 
confident of what is on the 

other side, or will you secretly live in dread 
and fear? 
 
Don’t wait.  Put your trust in 
Jesus now and Follow Him.  
Experience the joy of walking 
with Him through this life, 
and know that the Grim 
Reaper holds no power over 
you in death or in eternity.  As 
a believer in Jesus, you have 
passed from death onto life, 
so for you, the key elements 
in the picture are shown 
below. 

Trust in Jesus.  
Then, be 
confident of 
stepping into 
eternity into the 
loving arms of 
your Savior. 
 

 

 ©  2014   Bob Johnson, Bloomington, MN 

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International 
Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by 
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The 
“NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ 

Jesus 
raised 

Lazarus 
showing 

His 

Put your 
trust in 

Jesus now 
… As a 

believer in 
Jesus, you 

have passed 
from death 
onto life!

How will 
You 

Face Eternity? 

www.AwakeUsNow.com 
Email: mail@awakeusnow.com 
Visit us at 6457 Lyndale Ave. S., Richfield, MN   55423 
Mail to: PO Box 23420, Richfield, MN  55423 
Phone: 612-545-5654 

http://www.zondervan.com
http://www.AwakeUsNow.com
mailto:mail@awakeusnow.com
http://www.AwakeUsNow.com
mailto:mail@awakeusnow.com
http://www.zondervan.com

