
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you missed the Mark? 

In ancient Greece, a spotter for an archer 
would yell, "Hamartia!" when an arrow 
missed the mark, the Bull's-Eye.  "Hamartia" is 
translated as "Sin" in English.  While sin is an 
unpopular word today, it means, "Missed the 
Mark." 

We have all "Missed the Mark" of holiness 
before God, and we are law breakers.   

The Bible says, "For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for all 
of it." James 2:10 ESV.   

 

The Target.   

Archery is a modern sport with roots deep in 
antiquity.  Back then, hitting the mark could 
mean life rather than death in a conflict with a 
wild animal or an armed foe.     

Because of its visual clarity, the target can be a 
helpful illustration in the archery game called 
Life.  How does hitting the mark affect us 
today?  Is it still a life 
and death issue? 

Biased Judging.  

Archery is judged by how well you hit the 
target.  In life do you ever feel like you are 
unfairly judged?  Do others shoot first then 
draw their Bull’s-Eye – A huge Bull’s-Eye that 
encompasses all of their arrows?  You, 
however, are held to a higher standard with a 
much smaller Bull’s-Eye. Is this fair?  Is there a 
universal standard that applies to us all?  Is 
there an unbiased judge?  There is one 
unbiased judge that is always fair, that is God, 
and He has set His standard. 

What is God’s Standard? 

God's moral Law was revealed 
in the 10 Commandments.  It 
was given to Moses on Mount 
Sinai (Exodus 20).  Let's do 
a spot check of some of the 
Commandments. 

 Don’t have other gods or idols. 

You may not openly worship other gods or 
idols, but where do you spend your time and 
thoughts — acquiring wealth, a comfortable 
life, the world of TV, cabin, cars, kids, or 
sports?  How much time is spent in dedicated 
worship of God, service, prayer, or meditation 
on God’s word?   

 Don’t Steal. 

You may not be jailed as a thief, but do you 
waste time on the job or at school, take a 
mental health day, etc.  If the answer is yes, 
what does this makes you?   

 Don’t Commit Adultery. 

This is especially troubling when you realize 
that God's Law can be violated in thought, 
word or deed.  Jesus said, "But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent 
has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart. 5:27-28 ESV.  So much for the phrase, "I 
can look but not touch." 

 Don’t Murder. 

Certainly, I'm not guilty of murder?  Jesus said, 
"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You 
shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.'  But I say to you that everyone 
who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment."  Matthew 5:21-22a ESV   Here we see 
that murder is more than taking someone’s 
life. 

 

 

This applies to each of us, "For all have 
sinned [Missed the Mark] and fall short of the 
glory of God,” Romans 3:23 ESV. 

The consequence is: "For the wages of sin 
[Missing the Mark] is death,” Romans 6:23a  ESV   

If  I “Missed the Mark,” what then? 

Here God provides an amazing twist to 
what seems like an open and shut case 
against us. 

The Bible says, "For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord."  Romans 6:23 ESV   

God, out of his deep love for us, took on 
flesh in the person of Jesus, the Son of God, 
to do what we had failed to do.  Jesus “Hit 
the Mark” for us.   

God's justice and love met in Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamartia! 

 

 

Jesus is the only one who 
never “Missed the Mark” 
(He never sinned).  He 
was the only one who did 
not deserve to die for sin, 
thus making Him the 
perfect sacrifice for us.   

All of our “Missed the Marks" (sins) were 
placed on Him, and His perfect life of 
always “Hitting the Mark,” is credited to 
us by grace as a gift from God.  This was 
sealed when Jesus, the Son of God, rose 
from the dead, ascended into heaven, and 
now reigns at the right hand of God the 
Father.  

Because of Jesus' death and resurrection, 
if we believe in Him, we will receive 
eternal Life with Him!  Death will have no 
hold on us! 

 



 

 

 

 

When you were dead in your sins … God made 
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
having canceled the written code, with its 
regulations, that was against us and that stood 
opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the 
cross.  Colossians 2:13-14 NIV 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.   2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV 

 

  

Walk in the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another.   1 John 4:10-11 NIV 

"But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the flesh. … But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. "    
Galatians 5:16, 18  ESV 

Turn from sin to Jesus and trust in Him 
as your personal savior. 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for 
you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself." Acts 2:38-39 ESV 

Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
believes has eternal life.”  John 6:47 ESV 

 

Whenever you “Miss the 
Mark” in your walk with 
Jesus, turn back to Him, 
and in doing so, turn a 
new page on your life.  
Remember that in this 
archery game called Life, 
it’s His score sheet that 
counts for salvation, and 
not yours. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” 1 John 1:9 ESV 

A final look at “Hitting the Target of Life.” 

In Hitting the Target of Life, the only route to 
the Bull's-Eye is through Jesus who said, "I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” John 14:6 ESV 

Hitting the Mark is still a life and death issue 
for today and for eternity.  We can't hit the 
mark on our own.  We need Jesus. 

Are you on the Mark?  Do you believe in Jesus 
as your Savior?   

If your answer is “Yes, I believe in Jesus,” then 
you are Dead Center on Bull’s-Eye! 

 

 

Are you on target? 
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