
Ever feel like this? 
     

 

Scott was having a classic “Bad Day.”  His car 
had blown its transmission and he had taken it 
to the shop for expensive repairs.  He felt 
fortunate to borrow his 
brother-in-law’s 2nd car to 
get to work, but on his way 
in, that one also blew its 
trans-mission.  He felt like he 
had a cloud hovering over his 
head. No, it wasn’t just a 
cloud; it was a full blown 
thunder storm. He just 
wanted to cry out, “What’s 
next?” 

Everyone can have a “Bad Day” once in a 
while, but at times they run together into a 
seemingly endless string of “Bad Days.” 

You look down and see only the ground? You 
look up and see only the cloud?  There is no 
one to turn to?  There is no where to go?  
“What’s next?” 

It can feel hopeless, and you may feel so 
helpless and unworthy, yet there is someone 
who cares, someone who very much wants to 
be a part of your life.   You need to … 

Look up  
beyond that cloud 

to where … 

There is Hope. 
 

Hope, true hope that touches not only our mind but also our heart and soul, comes 
only from above.  It can reach down through that oppressive cloud to our heart of 
hearts.  This kind of hope finds its source only in God. The Bible says, Find rest, O my 
soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.   Psalm 62:5 NIV 

Rest and hope can be so elusive under that cloud as we know only too well, yet God’s 
offer is so very clear. He wants us to come to Him and find true rest.  Jesus put it this 
way. "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
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my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls."   Matthew 11:28-29   NIV 

This offer may evoke any of several emotions such as joy, or doubt, confusion, or guilt.  But a common 
reaction, while under the cloud, is to question if God’s promises really apply to you at all.  You may ask, 
“Why does God care about me?  At times I don’t even like myself, so how can he care that much for 
me?” 

The following passage explores God’s feelings toward us.  We see, his overwhelming love for us, set 
against the backdrop of our sins and his judgment. 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not 
always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;  he does not treat us as our sins 
deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he removed our transgressions from us.    Psalm 103:8-12   NIV 

God has totally removed the guilt of our sin in spite of what we deserve.  This could only happen 
through godly love.  God has fully paid for our sins and not just ignored them.  We see this love and 
justice meet in Jesus and his death on the cross for our sins.  He truly suffered for each and every sin, 
so our forgiveness is both complete and certain.  The following passage explains: 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.   1 John 4:9-10   NIV 

Because of God’s awesome love and Jesus’ death for us, there is complete forgiveness.  But how do 
we receive this forgiveness?  How can we be sure?  How …?  As the following passage says, turn to 
Jesus and believe in him as your savior and you have forgiveness and life. 

(Jesus said), “For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."     John 6:40   NIV 
 

How does this apply to my feelings and my cloud?  God 
accepts us not because of how great we are, but 
because of how great Jesus is.  He took our place on 
the cross and credits us with his perfect life and his 
complete suffering for sin and his death.  God has 
declared us to be “Not Guilty” in Jesus. 

When we realize this, we can see how God loves us 
way beyond our opinion of ourselves.  God’s ultimate 
love for us and his promises to us are grounded in 
Jesus’ completed work on the Cross.  These are rock 
solid even when we don’t feel his love or love ourselves 
while we are under the oppression of that cloud. 

Even when our own heart may condemn us, we can 
take God at his word and know that beyond our feelings 
stand the absolute truth of Jesus, our Savior. 

It may not feel that way, but know that Jesus will be 
there for you. The cloud is not the final answer;  Jesus 
is the final answer!   
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(Jesus said,) “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; No one can snatch them out of my hand.”   John 10:27-28   NIV 

It is very comforting to know that God works all things out for the good of those who believe in Jesus 
(even the times under the cloud). 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 ESV 

Bring everything, including the cloud, to God in prayer and entrust it to him. 

The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:5b-7 ESV 

Through Jesus, we are “More than Conquerors” in any cloud. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? … No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers,  nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:35-39 ESV 

With Jesus – There is a rainbow of hope in that cloud.
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